Storyville, acrylic on masonite Suspension, acrylic on masonite




| love exploitation/noir cinema and fringe
directors, like Doris Wishman, Russ Meyer,
Jack Hill, David Lynch, etc. I'm influenced by
their vision of a stylized alternative life that
co-exists with ours. My characters grew out
of that mind set and i began to elaborate on
my “other worldly” scenarios. In a way they
are self portraits with old world themes from
Greek Myths ( like The Furies or Athena’s
Curse). These images basically reflect
emotions I've lived or have seen... that had
an effect on me. However, | feel the key to a
narrative painting is not o give too much
information. | think the viewer enjoys to
exploring a painting and not having all the
nuances hanted to him/her...

Ha, | really liked that observation on Robert’s
part. | don’t see my women as dangerous,
well maybe a little, but they are at the core,
strong and dominating. As a muse, she
doesn’t really exist, But, if | was to pull from
my mind’s scrapbook, I'd mix Leslie Caron
with Brigette Bardot, Morticia Addams,
Satana, Ava Gardner and Betty Page... and
the list goes on, I'm not inspired by any ONE
MUSE....

The Dirty Show started out in the old ORBIT”
offices in a small suburb of Detroit. Very

sparse, run down, smelly, dilapidated offices
that were turned into a gallery for one
weekend. The turnout was so nutty that
we've continually had to find bigger and
bigger venues. The Dirty Show is now the
largest erotic exhibition in the country. We
allow almost every artist who submits work to
get at least one piece in. The Dirty show is all
about what the name implies. All an artist has
to do is interpret that word. | think it's a pretty
funny word by the way... what some artists
think of as “dirty”... well, it's really weird at
times... but I've found artists are more
conservative than not...

"ORBIT was the local mag in Detroit in which
Quentin Tarantino sported a T shirt with its
logo in Pulp Fiction. Remember?

[t's pretty much what the work is all about.
The imagery has a lot of texture and mood
that | see every day. It's overcast 90 percent
of the time here in the mid-west and that had
an unintentional effect on me and how | use
light in my paintings. It is an excellent filter. |
don’t know what my work would look like if |
lived in sunny California... Also, | think
growing up with all the great music that came
out of Detroit really nurtured my soul and |
feel I'm letting it all out in my paintings.

Riddle of the Sphinx, acrylic on masonite




Well, yes, | used to hang out quite often in the
“underground” rock clubs and know several
bands that have had some success. |'ve seen
the White Stripes a 100 times in dive bars
before their first album. And | could never get
enough of the Detroit Cobras, The Demolition

Doll Rods, Dirt Bombs, The Sirens, etc... There
was a minute there where many bands in
Detroit were getting snatched up by record
labels. It was a very exciting time... As for
hangin” with other artists, well I'm kind of a
hermit lately. There are a few decent artists in
this town but i don’t care much for the local
art scene. I'll take LA or NY any day for that.
There is a great enthusiasm and optimism
present in those cities. Patrons will come out
in droves to celebrate art.
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Ironing, acrylic on board

They are friends of mine. | always thought
they were the ultimate rock act because
they were virtually performing naked.
That, and | loved the music.

Queen Bee was my favorite song at that
moment in their career.

Margaret lives around the corner

from my home.

e creature di Glenn Barr viveno uno

squallido universo swinging anni ‘60, im-
mersa nei fumi della sharnia past-industriale.
Barr usa gli elementi della cultura Pop per
infondere famiiiarita ad una realta parailela
dove angeli e demani dividono lo stesso
campo da gioco. Le sue visioni, siano esse
Femme Fatale o scenari dell'altro mondo, lo
confermane come Il piti grande pittore eroti-
co-surrealista della sua generazione. Come
scrisse un critica: “le opere di Barr sono 'e-
guivalente visivo dei film di David Lynch”.
Glenn Barr & uno degli artisti underground di

detroit pitt famasi. | suoi quadri sono apparsi
nelle gallerie di Seattle, San Francisce fino a
New Yark. Le sue opere sana apparse sui va-
lumi a fumetti di Mad DC Comics e Paradox
Press. Il suo contributo all‘'animazione inclu-
de | fondli per la serie televisiva a cartoni
animati Red & Stimpy, it Woody Woodpecker
Show e il video di Bjork “I miss You" .

Mi piacciono | film nair e quelli di genere, i
registi di estremi come Doris Wishman, Russ
Meyer, Jack Hill, david Lynch, etc. Sona in-
fluenzato dalla lorc visione stifistica di un
maodo di vivere alternativo che coesiste con
il nostra. | miel persanaggl nascone da que-
sto state mentale e ho iniziate ad elaborare
tutta una serie di miei scenari “dell’altro
manda”, In un cerlo senso seno autoritratti
che si rifanno ai miti dell’Antica Grecia {co-
me Le Furie e La Maledizione di Atena). Que-
ste immagini rifiettona emazioni da me vissu-
te che mi hanno in qualche modo segnata.
Ritenge comungue che la chiave di un qua-

Left: Pandora, acrylic on masonite
Center: Layla, acrylic on masonite
Right: Athena’s Curse, acrylic on masonite

dro narrativo sia quella di non rivelare trop-
po. Penso che lo spetiatore si diveria di piti
ad esplarare un quadro piutioste che trovar-
si tutte le sfumature gia svelate.

Ha, mi e piaciuta molto I'asservaziane di Ra-
bert. Non vedo le mie donne come pericolo-

1"

se, beh magari un pochino, ma sono pii che
altro forti e dominatrici. Una musa vera e
propria non esiste, ma se dovessi crearne
una mescolerei un pa’ di Lesiie Caron con
Brigitte Bardot, Mortisha Addams. Tura Sa-
tana, Ava Gardner e Betty Page... e la lista
continuerebbe. Non sona ispirato da nessu-
na musa in particolare.

il Dirty Show ebbe inizio nei vecchi uffici dei-

la Orbit" in un sebborge di Detroit. Vecchi uf-
fici puzzolenti all'internc di un palazzo fati-
scente riconvertiti in spazio espasitiva per
un week-end. La risposta del pubblico fu paz-
zesca tanto da cosiringerci a cercare un po-
sto piii grande per le nuove ediziani. Il Dirty
Show e ora la pii: grande mostra erotica de-
gli Stati Uniti. If Dirty Show tratta tutte quelio
che if nome fa intendere. Penso sia una paro-
la piuttosto divertente, ogni artista la inter-
preta a modo sua... beh, a valte e davvero
strano quelio che ne viene fuari. Ma mi sano



gati a Detroit. Abbiamo una storia comune

di nascita e crollo del miraggio automobili-

stico, piit una panticolare predisposzione
Come ti ha influenzato crescere e lavorare a per i rock'n’roll genuino. Parlaci dell’ attua-
Detroit? le scena a Detroit.

Parlami delle Demolition Doll Rods. Non
mi ha sorpreso notare che le hai ritratte
nel tiuo quadro “Queen Bee” (cir. pag. 29)

Qui a Torino ci sentiamo particolanmente le-




